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SPRINGTIME  IN  CHICAGO! 

If  there  isn't  a  song  with  that  title,  there  should  be,  because 
Chicago  is  where  we'll  be  celebrating  spring  this  coming  May  during 
our  1991  convention.  The  dates,  as  you'll  recall,  are  Thursday, 

May  2,  to  Sunday,  May  5,  and  the  place  is  the  new  Forum  Hotel  on 
Chicago's  "Magnificent  Mile."  Plans  are  underway  to  make  this 
convention  as  entertaining  and  edifying  as  any  in  the  past,  and  while 
we  realize  that's  a  tall  order,  we  just  may  do  it  and  outdo  it! 

We'd  rather  not  tell  you  too  much  about  our  plans  at  this  early  date, 
but  be  assured  that  besides  all  the  tried  and  true  attractions  that 
have  made  our  get-togethers  so  memorable  (seminar,  silent  auction, 
sightseeing,  gala  banquet),  we've  got  a  few  surprises  up  our  sleeve 
that  will  make  "Chicago  in  '91"  an  event  long  to  be  remembered.  The 
thing  to  do  is  mark  your  calendar  now,  and  plan  to  spend  a  few  extra 
days  in  our  fair  city.  There's  much  to  do  and  see,  and  our  special 
$90  hotel  rate  makes  it  all  that  much  more  appealing.  And  look  to 
your  mailbox  in  early  January  when  you'll  receive  a  preliminary 
program  and  registration  materials.  As  you  can  see,  we're  doing  our 
bit;  all  we  need  is  for  you  to  come  to  the  party. 
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AND  IN  1992  .  .  . 

Yes,  we're  really  looking  ahead,  and  the  convention  site  for  1992  has 
already  been  decided  on.  At  our  Philadelphia  convention,  we  asked 
members  for  their  views  on  several  sites  in  the  west,  where  our 
convention  cycle  is  scheduled  to  take  us,  namely  Phoenix,  Vancouver, 
and  San  Diego,  and  took  everyone's  reaction  into  account.  We  then 
submitted  the  candidate  cities  to  ISASC's  directors,  and  the  vote  was 
unanimous  for  San  Diego.  Aside  from  all  of  San  Diego's  considerable 
charms,  another  influencing  factor  was  being  able  to  find  the  members 
to  run  the  affair,  and  that  we've  done.  Long-standing  members  Dale 
Goldman  and  Deuell  Wall  have  agreed  to  be  our  co-chairpersons,  and 
obviously  are  willing  to  go  that  extra  mile  for  our  society.  The 
event  again  will  be  in  May,  our  customary  meeting  month,  and  in  due 
time  you'll  be  hearing  more. 

"WEIGHS  AND  MEANS"  REVISITED. 

In  our  last  Newsletter,  we  challenged  our  members  to  solve  "A 
Mathematical  Logic  Problem"  having  to  do  with  the  weight  of  gold 
icons.  A  number  of  members  rose  to  the  challenge,  several  mastered  it, 
and,  alas,  a  few  fell  by  the  wayside.  Enclosed  with  this  Newsletter 
is  the  solution,  and  true  to  our  word,  we  readily  acknowledge  --  and 
salute  --  the  following  members  who  figured  it  out  (however  disparate 
the  calculations  that  accompanied  their  solutions) :  Steve  Ginsberg, 
Ralph  Hillquist,  Rudy  Kolaci,  Gloria  Lipfert  and  John  A_j_  Young.  And 
our  thanks  to  all  who  participated. 

AS  THE  OLD  YEAR  WANES... 

just  as  surely  the  new  year  beckons,  and  with  it  the  call  to  members 
to  pay  their  1991  dues  promptly,  swiftly,  quickly,  and  expeditiously 
(if  not  with  great  haste).  Dues  statements  are  in  the  mail  this  very 
minute,  due  to  the  herculean  efforts  of  Jan  Macho,  our  treasurer,  and 
the  very  least  you  can  do  is  respond  with  alacrity.  Which  means  right 
away.  Jan,  as  we've  often  said,  is  an  ISASC  volunteer ,  and  it's  up  to 
all  of  us  to  make  his  life  at  least  tolerable,  if  not  downright 
pleasant.  Paying  your  dues  on  a  timely  basis  will  do  just  that. 
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1991  IS  UPDATE  TIME. 

When  you  receive  your  dues  statement,  you'll  find  with  it  a  directory 
update  card,  which  will  enable  you  to  revise  your  listing  in  the  1991 
Membership  Directory  coming  off  press  next  April.  If  your  present 
listing  is  wrong  or  incomplete  in  any  respect  (address,  phone  number, 
marital  status,  number  and  description  of  scales  in  collection) ,  by 
all  means  fill  out  the  update  card  with  the  proper  information  and 
enclose  it  with  your  dues  payment.  Bear  in  mind,  however,  that 
there's  no  need  to  fill  it  out  if  your  listing  in  the  current 

directory  is  correct  and  requires  no  changes . 

MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  MALLIS . 

One  of  our  busiest  members  is  George  Mallis,  who  seems  to  find  time 
for  everything  metrological.  Most  recently  George  reviewed  a  new 
book  by  Dr.  G.M.M.  Houben,  a  long-time  ISASC  member  from  Holland.  The 
book  is  titled  5,000  Years  of  Weights,  and  George's  review  is  included 
with  this  mailing. 

More  about  Mallis:  In  the  previous  Newsletter,  we  reported  that  George 
was  writing  a  work  titled  "Proposed  Standard  Designation  for  Coin 
Weights,"  which,  when  completed,  would  be  made  available  to  ISASC 
members.  At  the  moment,  George  has  completed  Volume  I,  and  the  time 
is  opportune  to  determine  which  members  among  our  ranks  would  be 
interested  in  buying  a  copy. 

To  that  end,  we're  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  book's  title  page,  preface, 
table  of  contents,  and  introduction,  which,  taken  together,  fully 
describe  what  the  book  is  all  about.  George  tells  us  that  the  esti¬ 
mated  cost  to  print  a  minimum  of  12,  hard  cover,  including  shipping, 
would  be  $24  each,  and  most  likely  would  be  less  if  printed  in  a 
larger  quantity.  Also,  a  soft  cover  version  would  be  about  half  the 
cost . 
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George  is  willing  to  take  on  the  task  of  ordering  the  book  in  quantity 
for  those  members  interested  in  acquiring  a  copy,  so  we  suggest  you 
read  the  material  provided,  and  if  you  decide  you'd  like  a  copy,  write 
or  call  George  at  788  Stony  Hill  Road,  Wilbraham,  MA  01095;  413/596- 
6230,  and  tell  him  so.  If  enough  members  respond  in  the  affirmative, 
George  will  follow  through  in  his  usual  thorough  fashion  and  see  that 
the  book  goes  to  press. 

EUREKA!  IT'S  RESURRECTION  TIME. 

Those  members  who  go  back  some  years  may  recall  that  we'd  gotten 
involved  a  while  back  with  the  development  of  a  metrology  bibliography, 
which  everyone  agreed  would  make  an  immensely  valuable  addition  to  our 
scale-collecting  and  library-building  lives.  Well,  the  project  took 
sick  and  eventually  died,  for  reasons  that  serve  no  purpose  to  cite. 
More  to  the  point,  one  of  our  newer  members,  Rick  Blankenhorn  of 
Redondo  Beach,  California,  is  in  the  business  of  bibliographies,  and 
scientific  ones  at  that,  and  has  agreed  --  volunteered,  actually  (to 
our  great  delight)  --  to  take  on  the  project.  We  immediately  relayed 
this  providential  turn  of  events  to  member  Gary  Batz,  who  has  been  an 
ISASC  bibliography  booster  for  a  good  number  of  years,  and  Rick  and 
Gary  are  now  "doing  business"  together  to  get  the  project  underway. 
They've  asked  that  our  members  help  by  providing  information  about 
their  own  individual  libraries;  the  list  that  follows  indicates  the 
kind  of  information  they  need: 

1.  Author (s) 

2.  Title  of  article,  book,  pamphlet,  document,  journal,  etc. 

3.  Place  of  publication 

4.  Name  of  publisher 

5.  Date  of  publication 

6.  Inclusive  page  numbers,  if  article  or  part  of  larger  work 

7.  Other  information  such  as  document  number,  reprint 
information,  etc. ,  if  applicable 

8.  Form  of  material:  original,  printed  piece,  photocopy,  etc. 

9.  Library  of  ownership,  if  known 
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Please  take  the  time  necessary  to  assist  us  in  this  most  important 
project,  and  send  the  information  to  Gary  Batz,  61  Banstock  Drive, 
Willowdale,  Canada  M2K  2H7.  And  thanks  in  advance  for  your  help. 

MISCELLANY. 

*  If  you'll  turn  your  attention  to  page  1386  of  the  enclosed  EQM, 
you'll  note  that  editor  Diana  Crawforth  is  now  sporting  a  new 
hyphenated  name  and  a  new  address.  For  those  who  may  have 
occasion  to  call  her,  her  new  phone  number  (all  12  digits  for 
callers  outside  the  UK)  is  01-44-865-63096. 

*  Gloria  Lipfert  writes  to  ask  if  any  member  knows  of  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  a  Fairbanks  Morse  (or  just  plain  Fairbanks)  Museum.  She 
can't  locate  one  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  which  for  some  years 
was  the  home  of  Fairbanks.  We've  never  heard  of  one  (sadly),  but 
Gloria  would  like  to  hear  from  you  if  you  could  shed  some  light  on 
the  matter. 

Also,  Gloria  tells  us  that  those  of  our  members  whose  interest  in 
instruments  extends  beyond  scales  might  like  to  know  that  Brown 
and  Sharpe  has  a  display  of  small  precision  hand  tools  (guages, 
rulers,  calipers,  etc.)  at  their  headquarters  in  Precision  Park, 
North  Kingston,  Rhode  Island  02852;  401/886-2000. 

*  Lew  Weiss,  member-on-the-go,  writes  to  tells  us  that  he  went  to 
the  50th  reunion  of  his  alma  mater,  Harvard  Business  School,  and 
participated  on  a  panel  discussing,  "Is  there  life  after  70,  and 
if  so,  what  are  you  doing  about  it?"  Lew's  response  dealt  with 
how  to  keep  busy  in  retirement,  and  centered  on  his  ISASC  life  and 
especially  his  travels  to  Europe  to  visit  with  other  collectors. 

Lew  also  gave  us  a  summary  of  the  geographic  origin  of  the  85 
convention  attendees  in  Philadelphia,  which  disclosed  the 
following  "leaders":  California  -  18  (a  terrific  showing  from  the 
far,  far  west);  Pennsylvania  -  9;  New  Jersey  -  8;  Maryland  -  8; 
and  Illinois  -  7.  (We  think  Chicago  will  draw  even  more!) 
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*  Every  few  years  we  send  a  reminder  memo  citing  the  attributes  of 
membership  to  our  list  of  ISASC  prospects  who,  for  some  inexpli¬ 
cable  reason,  never  saw  fit  to  join.  Last  spring  we  repeated  the 
procedure  with  387(!)  names  we'd  accumulated,  and  as  has  happened 
before,  the  mailing  generated  a  good  number  of  members,  in  this 
instance  about  15.  Our  current  membership  count  for  the  North 
American  chapter  is  at  an  all-time  high  of  270.  Who'd  have  thunk 
it  in  1976  when  ISASC  was  little  more  than  a  gleam  in  my  and 
Michael  Crawforth's  eye? 

*  Along  with  inquiries  from  prospective  members,  we  also  get  a 
considerable  number  from  people  who  own  a  scale  or  two  and  are 
looking  for  an  appraisal,  a  buyer,  a  restorer,  or  who  knows  what. 

In  these  instances,  Jerry  Katz,  our  dedicated  scales  and  weights 
authority,  takes  over  and  provides  whatever  information  he  can. 

This  takes  a  lot  of  time  and  attention,  and  considering  that  we've 
forwarded  several  hundred  such  inquiries  to  Jerry,  we  can't  thank 
him  enough  for  rendering  this  service.  (Would  that  the  benefi¬ 
ciaries  did  likewise.)  Which  impels  us  to  remind  you  that  Jerry 
offers  this  same  service  to  our  members,  so  if  you  have  any 
questions  metrological,  forward  them  to  him  and  to  us  as  well,  and 
between  Jerry's  personal  service  and  our  posing  the  questions  in 
our  Newsletter  for  members-at-large  to  ponder,  we'll  try  to  get 
answers  for  you. 

IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  WINTER... 

We  urge  all  of  you  in  the  snowbelt  to  bundle  up,  and  we  wish  all  of  you 
in  every  belt  across  the  land  the  happiest  of  holiday  seasons  and  the 
best  of  all  new  years.  May  Santa  fill  your  scale  stocking  to  the  top. 

Fraternally, 


